CENTRALNA

KOMISJA Arkusz zawiera informacje prawnie chronione
EGZAMINACYJNA do momentu rozpoczecia egzaminu.
WYPELNIA ZDAJACY Miejsce na naklejke.
Sprawdz, czy kod na naklejce to
KOD PESEL M-100.

Jezeli tak — przyklej naklejke.
Jezeli nie — zgto$ to nauczycielowi.

Egzamin maturalny B aelg i 17]c W{1V.X;

Poziom rozszerzony

Symbol arkusza
mJAP-R0-100-2605

DATA: 7 maja 2026 r.
GoDzINA ROzPOCZECIA: 9:00
Czas TRWANIA: 150 minut

LICZBA PUNKTOW DO UZYSKANIA: 60

Przed rozpoczeciem pracy z arkuszem egzaminacyjnym

1. Sprawdz, czy nauczyciel przekazat Ci wlasciwy arkusz egzaminacyjny,
tj. arkusz we witasciwej formule, z wiasciwego przedmiotu na wlasciwym
poziomie.

2. Jezeli przekazano Ci niewtasciwy arkusz — natychmiast zgtos to nauczycielowi.
Nie rozrywaj banderol.

3. Jezeli przekazano Ci wlasciwy arkusz — rozerwij banderole po otrzymaniu
takiego polecenia od nauczyciela. Zapoznaj sie z instrukcjg na stronie 2.

Uktad graficzny
© CKE 2022 %



Instrukcja dla zdajgcego

1.

@

N o g bk~ w

Sprawdz, czy arkusz egzaminacyjny zawiera 21 stron (zadania 1-10). Ewentualny brak
zgtos przewodniczgcemu zespotu nadzorujgcego egzamin.

Na pierwszej stronie oraz na karcie odpowiedzi wpisz swoj numer PESEL i przyklej
naklejke z kodem.

Nagrania do zadan od 1. do 3. zostang odtworzone dwukrotnie.

Pisz czytelnie. Uzywaj dtugopisu/piodra tylko z czarnym tuszem/atramentem.
Nie uzywaj korektora, a btedne zapisy wyraznie przekresl.

Pamietaj, ze zapisy w brudnopisie nie bedg oceniane.

Symbol E]EIEIE zamieszczony przy zadaniu zamknietym oznacza, ze rozwigzanie tego
zadania musisz przenies¢ na karte odpowiedzi. Ocenie podlegajg wytgcznie rozwigzania
zaznaczone na karcie odpowiedzi.

Aby zaznaczyé rozwigzania w czesci karty przeznaczonej dla zdajacego, zamaluj M pola
do tego przeznaczone. Btedne zaznaczenie otocz kéikiem@ i zaznacz wtasciwe pole.

Nie wpisuj zadnych znakdéw w czesci przeznaczonej dla egzaminatora.
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Zadanie 1. (0-6) 55l
Ustyszysz dwukrotnie trzy teksty. Z podanych odpowiedzi wybierz wiasciwa, zgodna
z trescig nagrania.

W zadaniach 1.1. i 1.2. zakresl jedna z liter: A, B albo C.
Tekst 1.

1.1. From what the woman says, we can conclude that
A. she doesn’t consider all the desk locations in her office equally attractive.
B. she doesn’t understand how the “first come, first served” system works.
C. she doesn’t mind the present system of reserving desks.

Tekst 2.

1.2. Which is the best headline for the news story?
A. THIEVES USE ANIMALS TO COMMIT A CRIME
B. LOUISIANA POLICE HELP SAVE A DAM
C. AN UNUSUAL BUILDING MATERIAL

W zadaniach 1.3.—1.6. zakresl jedng z liter: A, B, C albo D.
Tekst 3. (do zadan 1.3.-1.6.)

1.3. The original Hollywood sign
A. was moved from a different location in 1923.
B. was meant to remain on the hillside permanently.
C. was initially an advert for the Los Angeles Times.
D. was intended to promote a housing development.

1.4. The speaker mentions

the year when the sign stopped flashing every night.
the specific occasions when the sign was illuminated.
the number of light bulbs installed in the sign.

>

Cow

the distance between the letters in the sign.

1.5. The Hollywood sign that can be seen today
has to be rebuilt in the near future.

>

is located higher up the hill than previously.
is more likely to be affected by the weather.
contains letters of the same size as the earlier version.

Cow

1.6. When talking about visiting the area where the sign is located, the speaker
recommends climbing to the top of the hill for the best view.

describes his own experience of photographing the sign.

gives advice to people who would like to see the sign.

warns against breaking the hiking trail regulations.

>

cow
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Zadanie 2. (0-5) /

Ustyszysz dwukrotnie pie¢ wypowiedzi na temat koncertéw, ktére odbyly sie na
dachach budynkéw. Do kazdej wypowiedzi (2.1.-2.5.) dopasuj odpowiadajace jej
zdanie (A-F). Wpisz rozwigzania do tabeli.

Uwaga: jedno zdanie zostato podane dodatkowo i nie pasuje do zadnej wypowiedzi.

This speaker refers to

an enthusiastic online reaction to a concert.

a break in a concert due to weather conditions.

the reason why a concert was brought to an early close.

the assistance the performers needed to get onto a roof.
measures taken in response to crowds arriving for a concert.
a comparison made by a musician after his performance.

mmoowp»

2.1. 2.2. 2.3. 2.4. 2.5.
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Zadanie 3. (0-4)

Ustyszysz dwukrotnie wypowiedz na temat wys$cigu organizowanego w Wielkiej
Brytanii. Na podstawie informacji zawartych w nagraniu uzupetnij luki w zdaniach
3.1.-3.4., tak aby jak najbardziej precyzyjnie oddaé¢ sens wystuchanego tekstu.
Luki nalezy uzupetni¢ w jezyku angielskim.

THE GREAT KNARESBOROUGH BED RACE

3.1. The bed race in Knaresborough was first held

and has been popular ever since.

3.2. Straight after the contest for the best-decorated bed,

. The winning team leads the way.

3.3. Teams leave the starting line of the race approximately every

3.4. Crossing the river is the most difficult part of the race mainly because of

. Getting the beds in and out of the river

is also a challenge.

PRZENIES ROZWIAZANIA ZADAN 1. ORAZ 2. NA KARTE ODPOWIEDZI!
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Zadanie 4. (0-5) o/

Przeczytaj tekst, ktory zostat podzielony na cztery czesci (A-D), oraz pytania go
dotyczace (4.1.—4.5.). Do kazdego pytania dopasuj wlasciwg czes¢ tekstu. Wpisz
rozwigzania do tabeli.

Uwaga: w jednej czesci tekstu znajdujg sie odpowiedzi na dwa pytania.

In which paragraph does the author

mention how health-oriented changes in the ingredients of Pumpkin Spice

4.1. Latte affected its popularity among customers?

4.2. | refer to a name for the new beverage which was eventually rejected?

point to the inspiration behind choosing pumpkin pie as the flavor for the new

4.3. coffee?

4.4. | imply that customers’ initial reaction to Pumpkin Spice Latte was positive?

4.5. | explain why it was necessary to create a new coffee flavor?

THE DELICIOUS STORY OF PUMPKIN SPICE LATTE

A. Nowadays it is hard to imagine the arrival of autumn without the cozy comfort of Pumpkin
Spice Latte. Here is how the flavor originated. Early in 2003, a team of researchers
gathered in a lab to come up with a coffee flavor which could win people’s hearts. Earlier,
they had successfully introduced the recipes for many different favorites, such as Eggnog
Latte and Peppermint Mocha, and were desperately looking for an idea for a beverage*
which could replace summer favorites when their sales and popularity started to drop.

B. The researchers began with a huge brainstorm list which was narrowed down to
20 flavors they thought could go well with coffee. When they asked potential customers in
a survey what flavors they were likely to purchase, it was chocolate and caramel
beverages that were chosen most often. However, pumpkin, also on the list, scored high
on “uniqueness”, which was promising. Then, on a bright spring morning, autumn
decorations and pumpkin pies were brought to the lab to create the proper mood for
exploring the new espresso-based options. When the researchers sampled a forkful of
pumpkin pie followed by a sip of hot espresso, they realized that they were on to
something.

C. They tasted different versions of the beverage for the next three months until they finally
settled on a recipe that used espresso and steamed milk with pumpkin spice sauce,
containing cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg, rounded off with whipped cream and a dash of
pumpkin pie topping. Originally, the flavor was to be called The Fall Harvest Latte but
since spices played such an important role, the team ultimately settled for Pumpkin Spice
Latte. In autumn 2003, the beverage was trialed in 100 coffee shops. When the research
team phoned the coffee shops to see how the new beverage was doing, the excitement in
the store managers’ voices was evident.
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D. The next autumn, Pumpkin Spice Latte rolled out across the US, and a new autumn
tradition began. “PSL” was the original beverage code for Pumpkin Spice Latte, written by
baristas on cups, and it soon became the drink’s nickname. The beverage built a loyal fan
base and was enjoyed more than 200 million times in the first decade after its
introduction. In the meantime, the recipe was further developed and improved to reflect
the latest nutrition trends: the sugar content was reduced and artificial flavors were no
longer used. After these modifications, sales increased significantly.

Na podstawie: www.cbsnews.com, www.about.starbucks.com

* Beverage — any type of drink except water.

PRZENIES ROZWIAZANIA NA KARTE ODPOWIEDZI!
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Zadanie 5. (0-5) /

Przeczytaj tekst, z ktérego usunieto pie¢ zdan. Wpisz w kazda luke (5.1.-5.5.) litere,
ktora oznaczono brakujace zdanie (A-F), tak aby otrzyma¢ spojny i logiczny tekst.
Uwaga: jedno zdanie zostato podane dodatkowo i nie pasuje do zadnej luki.

COULD YOU READ A MESSAGE FROM ALIENS?

In late May 2023, three radio astronomy observatories detected a strange signal which was
apparently coming from somewhere around Mars. The mysterious transmission seemed

to be a message from intelligent life trying to contact Earth. 5.1. _ Apart from being

an artist, she works as a licensed radio operator at the Search for Extra-Terrestrial

Intelligence Institute and the Green Bank Observatory in West Virginia, USA.

De Paulis’ message, which is part of a project called A Sign in Space, is a test run of what
it might be like for humans to receive — and try to decipher — an extraterrestrial message.
This kind of experiment should have been carried out a long time ago. 5.2.  Isn'tit
strange that they’ve never really investigated what receiving and trying to decipher such

a message would be like?

In order to turn this idea into reality, de Paulis worked with a group that included — among
others — astronomers and anthropologists. They met on a monthly basis, brainstorming ideas
on what an alien civilization might send us. 5.3. _ This measure was taken to prevent
the details of the plan from being leaked, thus endangering the whole project. Finally, after
much preparation, de Paulis decided to transmit the encoded message. On May 24, 2023,

a spacecraft orbiting Mars sent the message to Earth, where it was received by astronomers
in northern California, West Virginia and Italy. 5.4.  Their theories about what

the message might contain are plentiful, with speculation about possible connections

to chemistry, DNA structure and numerical systems. Anyone can join the discussion on

the project’s dedicated website. So far, the content of the message has been kept strictly
confidential. 5.5. _ She definitely won’t be doing it too soon. Decoding the message
must take time because it requires people with different skills to collaborate.

“An extraterrestrial message would belong to all humanity, so we should all have

the possibility to contribute to its interpretation,” she says.

Na podstawie: www.smithsonianmag.com
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A. In the later phase of the project, she narrowed the group down to just three people
in order to maintain confidentiality.

B. After all, scientists have been searching for signals from outer space for more than
60 years.

C. It wasn’t the first time she had managed to send a mysterious signal which was received
in outer space.

D. However, the intercepted communication, though sent from space, originated on Earth
and was the work of Daniela de Paulis.

E. Daniela de Paulis has decided that she will only begin to give clues if people are really
struggling with deciphering the message.

F. Since then, researchers and amateur codebreakers alike have been making a great effort
to decipher the message de Paulis transmitted.

PRZENIES ROZWIAZANIA NA KARTE ODPOWIEDZI!
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Zadanie 6. (0-8)
Przeczytaj dwa teksty zwigzane ze skrzypcami. Wykonaj zadania 6.1.-6.8. zgodnie
z poleceniami.

Tekst 1.

On the morning of the most earth-shattering day of his life, Rayquan McMillian ordered
breakfast. In the shower he’d lost track of time, caught up in playing the violin concerto in his
mind, while water ran down his back for ten minutes. When he walked out of the bathroom,
he saw the breakfast tray waiting on the table. “I didn’t even hear room service come in,”

he said. Nicole was curled up in one of the armchairs, watching the news. “You never hear
anything,” she said, not looking away from the TV. “We need to be out of here within an hour,
and you still haven't finished packing.”

After a hurried breakfast, he mindlessly packed his suitcase and pulled up the handle of his
roller bag. He picked up the violin case and gestured for Nicole to go first with her two roller
bags. The door clicked shut behind them, sealing the suite — and what remained — inside.

Checking out, he tipped the doorman, who called a taxi for each of them. Nicole was going

to the train station, so he lifted her suitcases into the open trunk, leaving his own bag on

the sidewalk, the violin case hanging on his shoulder. Nicole turned to him. “I meant to tell
you,” she said, “when you're playing the Mozart, just try taking it maybe a tiny bit slower,

all right? And remember that you've got this. Rayquan McMillian, future violin competition
gold medalist. Visualize it. It’'s going to happen. I’'m sure of it. And call me when you get in.”
She jumped onto the back seat, the door closed and he stood there as the taxi moved off into
the traffic.

Then his taxi rolled up and, as he was spilling into the back seat with the violin case, he grew
more and more uneasy. He wanted to be back home. That morning he hadn’t practised, so
he couldn’t wait to pick up his violin and assure himself that he could really make Mozart’s
voice his own. Only one month left until the competition: the world’s most prestigious, most
difficult classical music competition — judged by the top musicians in the world. Even if he
practised every day, fourteen hours a day, he didn’t think he’d be ready. He wished he didn’t
have to waste time flying home.

At the airport, he decided to use the fast check-in. If only he had gone through regular
security! Why had he been in such a hurry? He should have waited in the long queue. If he'd
waited, the officer might have randomly pulled his suitcase aside or asked him to open

the violin case. Someone would have noticed or asked. It was security, after all. Instead, he
placed the roller bag on the conveyor belt, violin case behind it, and they sailed through

the X-ray while he sailed through the body scan. When he returned home, he lay down

on his bed for half an hour, violin case on the floor next to him, where he always set it.
Getting focused, ready to play.

It was just after 2 p.m. when he kicked himself off the bed. He stood up, picked up the violin
case, and set it on his desk. He flicked open the left clasp, then the right, and lifted the lid.
Instead of his violin, inside sat a white tennis shoe.

Na podstawie: Brendan Slocumb, The Violin Conspiracy, London 2022.
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W zadaniach 6.1.-6.4. z podanych odpowiedzi wybierz wiasciwa, zgodna z trescia
tekstu. Zakresl jedna z liter: A, B, C albo D.

6.1. What do we learn from the first paragraph?

A. Nicole switched off the TV the moment Rayquan appeared.

B. Nicole made a remark about something that had to be done.

C. Rayquan was accustomed to playing his violin after breakfast.

D. Breakfast was brought to the room after Rayquan had left the bathroom.

6.2. Before Rayquan left for the airport in a taxi,

A. Nicole suggested he should play another piece by Mozart.
B. he needed some help with loading the luggage.

C. Nicole made an effort to boost his confidence.

D. he placed his violin case in the trunk.

6.3. From the fourth paragraph, we can conclude that Rayquan felt

A. relieved to have some time to relax.
B. jealous of other musicians’ success.
C. doubtful about the judges’ expertise.
D. anxious about the forthcoming event.

6.4. Which is the best title for the text?

A. A SHOCKING DISCOVERY AFTER A FLIGHT HOME
B. A FORTUNATE COINCIDENCE AT THE AIRPORT
C. THE WRONG VIOLIN DELIVERED

D. RAYQUAN’S UNEVENTFUL DAY

PRZENIES ROZWIAZANIA ZADAN OD 6.1. DO 6.4. NA KARTE ODPOWIEDZI!
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Tekst 2.
THE VIOLIN EXPERIMENT

The instruments made by Antonio Stradivari are considered some of the finest ever made,
and they have become extremely valuable collector’s items. It is estimated that Stradivari
produced 1,116 instruments, of which 960 were violins. Around 650 instruments have
survived, including around 500 violins, which makes them rare and valuable.

Claudia Fritz from Sorbonne University decided to investigate whether Stradivari violins

are superior to modern ones, as is widely believed. “Stradivari violins are amazing
instruments which have survived over 300 years and are beautifully made,” says Fritz.
“However, | wanted to show that their amazing properties aren’t unique. You can find similar
properties in new violins as well. Modern-day makers are doing a great job creating amazing
violins. They should be able to sell them with pride and recognition.”

In her study, Fritz recruited 21 professional violinists, invited them into a dimly lit hotel room,
and asked each of them to play six violins. Three were new, and the others had been crafted
by Stradivari. Participants played them in random order and were not told which violins were
new and which ones had been made by Stradivari. Participants’ comments on

the experience of playing each instrument were recorded, and at the end of the experiment
they were asked to choose which instrument they would most like to take home if they could.
62 percent would have taken a new violin over the ones made by Stradivari, the oldest of
these being the most frequently rejected.

“Many people are convinced that as soon as you play an old violin, you can feel that it's been
played a lot, and has a special sound quality,” Fritz said. “The violinists who took part in

the experiment said it was the experience of a lifetime when we told them the results.”

John Soloninka was one of them. “I expected to be able to tell the difference, but couldn’t,”
he said. “Claudia later sent me a recording of my comments about the instruments, and it
was hilarious how wrong my impressions were at the time! | actually laughed out loud
because it was so funny to hear how sure | was.”

After the results of the study had been published, the reactions ranged from delight to anger.
Critics were quick to question the experiment’s reliability. The violinists tested

the instruments for just 20 minutes in an air-conditioned hotel room. That wouldn’t do. To get
the most out of the violins, they should have tested the instruments for many hours and
played them in a concert hall. One distinguished violinist reportedly said, “You don’t test

a Ferrari in a parking lot.”

Na podstawie: www.nationalgeographic.com
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Uzupehnij luki w zdaniach 6.5.-6.8. zgodnie z trescig tekstu, tak aby jak najbardziej
precyzyjnie oddac jego sens. Luki nalezy uzupetni¢ w jezyku angielskim.

6.5. Claudia Fritz wanted to prove that there’s no difference in quality between

6.6. At the end of the experiment, it turned out that

was the least popular of the six instruments among the participants.

6.7. John Soloninka was amused by

during the experiment.

6.8. According to critics, Claudia Fritz’s results were inaccurate due to the choice of location

for the experiment and the fact that the violinists didn’t play
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Zadanie 7. (0-6) mEEm/
Przeczytaj tekst. Z podanych odpowiedzi wybierz wtasciwag, tak aby otrzymac¢ logiczny
i gramatycznie poprawny tekst. Zakresl jedna z liter: A, B, C albo D.

WORDLE IS A LOVE STORY

Wordle is a word game which went from dozens of players to hundreds of thousands in just
a few months. Players have six7.1. _ to guess a five-letter word, and after each try they
get some feedback about the letters included in the word. The game was created by Josh
Wardle, a software engineer in Brooklyn, for his girlfriend Palak Shah. Josh knew she loved
doing crosswords. So he came up with a new word-guessing game that the two of them
could play together. He called it Wordle as a play on his surname. Soon he introduced

the game to his friends and relatives. 7.2. _ how quickly Wordle became an obsession
for the members of his family, Josh decided to release it online for others to play.

Two months later, 300,000 people were playing his game each day.

“I think people 7.3. Wordle because it’s fun,” explained Josh. “And there are no ads,

because | don’'t want to profit from it.”

A clever move was limiting players to one game per day. Josh knew that 7.4. you

restrict something, people tend to desire it more.

Josh’s girlfriend played a key role in getting Wordle ready for a worldwide audience.

An initial list of all of the 12,000 or so five-letter words in the English language compiled

by Josh contained a lot of little-known words. If all of these words had been used in

the game, it 7.5.  guessing them nearly impossible for the majority of players. Palak
helped him narrow the list down to 2,500 words. 7.6. _ Wordle is now enjoyed around
the world, she is proud that it was originally created only for her. “It’s really sweet how Josh

showed his love,” she said.

Na podstawie: www.nytimes.com
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7.1.

oS0 wp

7.4.

oS0 wp

measures
contests
challenges
attempts

whenever
whether
whatever
whereas

7.2.

7.5.

OO0 wp»

oS0 wp

Having been seen
Seeing

Being seen

To be seeing

used to make
would have made
made

had made

PRZENIES ROZWIAZANIA NA KARTE ODPOWIEDZI!
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7.6.

OO0 wp»

OO0 wp»

appreciate
amuse
confirm
maintain

Otherwise
Despite
Although
Besides



Zadanie 8. (0-4)

Przeczytaj tekst. Uzupetnij kazda luke (8.1.—8.4.) jednym wyrazem. Przeksztat¢ wyraz
podany w nawiasie w taki sposéb, aby powstat spojny i logiczny tekst. Wymagana jest
petna poprawnos$¢ gramatyczna i ortograficzna wpisywanych wyrazéw.

THE WOODEN CITY OF THE FUTURE

A Swedish company is building a new estate in an old

8.1. (INDUSTRY) zone in Stockholm, which is currently

filled with former factory buildings and car parks. This isn’t an uncommon enterprise. There’s
one peculiarity, though. Everything’s built out of a special kind of wood, called “mass timber”.

Mass timber is made of compressed wooden layers stacked together, which gives this

building material extra 8.2. (STRONG) . It also avoids
the massive carbon footprint of standard construction materials like concrete and steel.
The new estate will include 7,000 new offices and 2,000 housing units, along with
restaurants, shops and fitness centres. By adding more facilities to the immediate

8.3. (NEIGHBOUR) , the project aims to support the idea

of the 15-minute city, where it's possible to get everywhere you need to go on a typical day

on foot or by bicycle.

Building with wood has more advantages than just environmental ones, including the fact
that the construction process itself can be both faster and quieter. And there’s evidence that
living and working in wooden buildings contributes to well-being — studies have found that it

8.4. (GRADUAL) reduces stress and improves focus.

Will the project be a success? We're soon going to find out because the first buildings are to

be completed in 2027.

Na podstawie: www.fastcompany.com
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Zadanie 9. (0-4)

Wykorzystujac wyrazy podane WIELKIMI literami, uzupetnij kazde zdanie z luka, tak
aby zachowac¢ sens zdania wyjsciowego (9.1.-9.4.). W kazda luke mozesz wpisac¢
maksymalnie pie¢ wyrazéw, wliczajac w to wyraz juz podany. Wymagana jest petna
poprawnos¢ gramatyczna i ortograficzna wpisywanych fragmentéw zdan.

Uwaga: nie zmieniaj formy podanych wyrazow.

9.1. | received an urgent call while they were serving the main course.
BEING

| received an urgent call while the main course

9.2. I'd prefer you to send the presentation to me by 10 p.m.
RATHER

I'd the presentation to me

by 10 p.m.

9.3. “You entered the room without my permission,” she said to John.
ACCUSED

She

the room without her permission.

9.4. | can’t find my phone — I'm afraid | didn’t pick it up from the table in the café.
MUST

| can’t find my phone — |

it on the table in the café.
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Zadanie 10. (0-13)

Wypowiedz sie na jeden z ponizszych tematow. Wypowiedz powinna zawieraé
od 200 do 250 wyrazow i spetnia¢ wszystkie wymogi typowe dla formy wskazanej

w poleceniu. Napisz swoja wypowiedz w jezyku angielskim. Zakresl numer wybranego
przez Ciebie tematu.

1. Coraz wiecej mtodych ludzi decyduje sie na zwiedzanie Europy kolejg. Napisz
rozprawke, w ktérej przedstawisz wady i zalety korzystania z tego srodka transportu
podczas podrdzy zagranicznych.

2. Udato Ci sie kupi¢ bilet na wydarzenie sportowe, na ktére od dawna chciate$/chciatas
pojs¢. Napisz artykut do gazety, w ktérym opiszesz przebieg sportowej rywalizaciji
podczas tego wydarzenia i uzasadnisz, dlaczego lepiej uczestniczy¢ w takich
wydarzeniach osobiscie niz ogladac ich transmisje w mediach.

CZYSTOPIS
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Sp6INosE Zakres Poprawnos¢
Zgodnos¢ z poleceniem pon srodkow srodkow RAZEM
i logika . .
jezykowych | jezykowych
0-1-2-3-4-5 0-1-2 0-1-2-3 0-1-2-3
Elementy tresci (0-1-2) Elementy formy (0-1)
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4
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BRUDNOPIS (nie podlega ocenie)
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TRANSKRYPCJA NAGRAN
Zadanie 1.
One
Woman: | can’t bear this “hot desking” system they’ve introduced in our company! It’s so
frustrating! I’'m never sure where I'll be sitting. Do you feel the same?
Man: To be honest, | don’t mind it. | love the fact that | can choose any available desk.

I’'m sure you'll get used to it.

Woman:  Oh, I'm not so sure. The “first come, first served” system really annoys me. When
| want to work at a certain desk, | have to arrive at work early — not to get
the work done, but to get the desk | want. In my opinion, they should introduce
some kind of booking system. It’s so irritating when someone asks a colleague

who arrives early to save a seat for them.
Na podstawie: www.keyinteriors.us

Two

When Louisiana police were informed that bags of stolen cash totalling over 60 thousand
dollars had been hidden by thieves in a river, officers were sent to search for the money.
The task was difficult because some beavers had built a dam across the river, creating

a deep pool of water. The police began to take the dam apart to lower the water level. To
their surprise, they discovered lots of one-hundred-dollar banknotes mixed in with branches,
grass and leaves. Apparently, the clever animals had found the bags of money, torn them
open and used the banknotes in the same way as leaves! Officers worked until midnight to
recover the cash, and then dried the banknotes in a clothes dryer. The beavers repaired
the dam by morning, and the thieves were eventually caught.

Na podstawie: www.kids.nationalgeographic.com

Three

Known around the world as an emblem of Los Angeles and an icon of the movie industry,
the Hollywood sign has its origins in the year 1923. This was when Harry Chandler,

the publisher of the Los Angeles Times, provided funds for constructing a spectacular sign
on the side of a hill called Mount Lee. It was meant to be just temporary and its purpose was
to advertise homes in a newly-built neighbourhood called Hollywoodland. The name on

the sign was later shortened to Hollywood. The sign became so recognizable that the original
plan to take it down after some time was cancelled and it stayed there for good.

The size of the sign is much bigger than it seems when we see it in movies. Each letter
measures about 15 metres in height and is almost nine metres wide. In the past, the letters
also flashed at night. Change came in 1933 as it was getting costly to power the light bulbs,
and the decision was made to turn them off. Since then, the sign has been illuminated only
occasionally.

In 1973, the sign was declared a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument and received

a “facelift”, which, unfortunately, didn’t include any structural maintenance. By the late 1970s,
the sign had deteriorated beyond repair, and funds had to be raised to completely rebuild it
and make it more resistant to wind and rain. A new sign was installed in the same location,
with each letter built to the same dimensions as the original. That’s the sign which is still
there today.
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Although you can view the Hollywood sign round the clock via a webcam, millions of visitors
decide to climb the hill every year to see it up close. There are several hiking trails and it's
possible to get a good view of the sign from a variety of spots leading up to it, but it's more
common and much more convenient to admire it from further down the hill. You can capture
a perfect image of the iconic sign as you are walking up, so don’t miss the opportunity of
getting a really good shot. If you decide to head for the top of Mount Lee, it's a pleasant walk
which will take you about an hour with appropriate footwear. The sign itself is fenced off, so
bear in mind that you won’t be able to touch it. There are plenty of security measures,
including cameras on top of the sign, and there is also a speaker system used by the police

in case of emergency.
Na podstawie: www.connollycove.com, www.discoverlosangeles.com

Zadanie 2.

One

On a cold, windy day in January 1969, the Beatles stepped out onto the rooftop of a building
in central London and began one of the most legendary live performances ever.

The idea for the concert was born while a film crew was making a documentary about

the band, who were recording their last album. It was decided that the film should end with

a live rooftop performance. Shortly after it started, in response to over thirty complaints about
the noise, the police arrived and the band were forced to stop playing. As the event had not
been announced to the public, and the internet age was still to come, not many people
managed to witness the band make history. Those lucky few who did will cherish the memory

forever.
Na podstawie: www.beatlesstory.com

Two

It was 3 June, 2002. Brian May, the lead guitarist of the band Queen, was due to perform

a concert in celebration of the Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth Il. It was decided he would
do something out of the ordinary. He gave an amazing guitar performance of the national
anthem “God Save The Queen” on the roof of Buckingham Palace. While playing high above
the city, he was accompanied by an orchestra far below. The event was broadcast live to
millions around the world. Afterwards, May said that while he was up on the roof, he felt as if
he were on the edge of a cliff, and now he would never be afraid of anything again.

Na podstawie: www.smoothradio.com

Three

On a chilly evening, in February 2012, the Irish band U2 took to the roof of the BBC building
in London to sing their best known hits and some new songs, much to the delight of

the people gathered below. The BBC reported that there were as many as 5,000 onlookers.
The police had to close a number of streets and divert traffic as masses of fans turned up
and started dancing, clapping and singing along. The band’s performance reminded fans of
the occasion, more than 20 years before, when U2 played on the rooftop of a Los Angeles

store.
Na podstawie: www.independent.ie, www.standard.co.uk
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Four

During Queen Elizabeth II’'s Diamond Jubilee, in 2012, Buckingham Palace was transformed
by some very clever lighting and amazing visuals. It was all thanks to the London band called
Madness. The band climbed up to the roof of the royal residence to sing some of their hits, and
their performance was accompanied by a spectacular light show. Thousands of people
watching the event from the comfort of their homes took to social media to congratulate

the band on their amazing performance. The British monarch spent a few minutes talking to
the band after they had finished playing and come down from the roof. The Queen said she
was pleasantly surprised that things had worked out so well.

Na podstawie: www.dailymail.co.uk

Five
The opening of The O2 Arena in London was a game-changing moment for the British live
events industry. Among the many key musical events the arena has hosted so far was a Bon
Jovi concert on its roof in 2010. Reaching the top of the structure proved to be
a challenge for the musicians, who had to be helped by trained mountaineers. The band
performed their songs in windy weather on a temporary stage located in the middle of
the domed roof. From the opening chords to the final fireworks display, the concert was
amazing.

Na podstawie: www.standard.co.uk, www.dailymail.co.uk

Zadanie 3.

The Great Knaresborough Bed Race is one of the most extraordinary community events

in the UK. This fun competition involves almost everybody in the town of Knaresborough and
every year attracts thousands of visitors on the second Saturday in June. The race has been
taking place in Knaresborough since 1966. It has maintained its popularity over the last

60 years and has inspired other bed races, both in the UK and around the world.

The idea is to raise money for charity while putting on a superb spectacle. Each team
consists of six runners and a passenger, who is pushed on a bed. Before the participants set
off on the 2.4 mile race, there is a contest for the best dressed bed. The day starts in

the morning at Knaresborough Castle, where the teams decorate their beds and put on funny
costumes. The judging of the “Best Dressed Bed” contest starts at 10:30 a.m. and the result
is usually announced around midday. Then, the teams start marching through the town in

a parade led by the winner. When the parade is over, the decorations are removed and

the teams change into racing Kkit.

The race itself kicks off at 3 p.m., and the teams set off at roughly ten-second intervals.

The fastest teams complete the course in under 13 minutes as a rule, with the slowest taking
twice as long. The race takes the participants through parkland, up to the Castle and Market
Place. Then, the route goes down to the River Nidd. The final challenge for runners,
passengers and beds is to get across it. Although the river is not very wide, this section of
the race is the most demanding. The biggest problem is that the river is usually icy cold, so
getting to the other side is quite a test of endurance for the participants. It also has steep
banks, so it’s not easy to push the beds into and out of the river.

Nowadays, around 90 teams compete in the event. Many participants are the grandchildren
of those who started this fun race, and this fact makes it particularly appealing to local

people.
Na podstawie: www.rove.me
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